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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 



Introduction. 



The first battle in the war for independence had taken place 
in April 1775. Since that time the colonies of New York, Massa- 
chusetts and North Carolina had been invaded by considerable 
armies. The king of Great Britain had issued a proclamation 
calling for volunteers to put down the rebellion, and had suc- 
ceeded in hiring twenty thousand German troops to fight against 
his 4-Mierican subjects. Notwitlistandiiig this state of affairs the 
colonies were not all agreed as to the wisdom of breaking with 
the mother country. Two of the leiiding colonies, however, 
Massachusetts and Virginia, were strongly in favor of such action. 
Accordingly on the 7th of June, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia 
introduced into Congress the following resolution: — "That these 
United Colonies are,[and of right ought to be, free and independ- 
ent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the 
British Crown and that all political connection between them 
and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved." 
— A committee of five consisting of Franklin, Sherman, Living- 
ston, John Adams and Jefferson, were appointed to draw up 
such a declaration and present it to Congress. The committee 
unanimously agreed to leave the draft of the document to Jeffer- 
son. He submitted it to Adams and Franklin separately, for 
their inspection and correction, but they made but few changes 
in it and these were verbal. It was presented to Congress on the 
2d of July, by which body it was thoroughly discussed, and 
some important changes were made. In particular, a passage 
was stricken out in which Jefferson denounced George III. for 
encouraging the slave-trade, and also another in which the Eng- 
lish people are described as ** uiiiee\\ii^\xtO[Xi\^\i.r '''^"^^^s>»^<. 
endeavor to forget our former \o^ft toT XXi^xcl ^\A V<^V^^^^^^^ 
we bold the rest of mankind, exiem\ftftm^^^»^^^^^^^^^^ ^' 
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It was generally agreed that it would be wise to make no reflec- 
tions upon the attitude of the English people. At length on 
July 4th, after a famous debate in which John Adams favored 
and John Dickinson of Pennsylvania opposed the adoption, the 
Declaration was adopted, all the States voting for it except New 
York, this State adding its approval five days later. 

As a political fact the adoption of the Declaration is a land- 
mark in our history. It marks the beginning of the history of 
the United States as a nation. For the first time the people of 
the colonies through their representatives in Congress declare 
themselves a distinct and separate political body. They assume 
the righte and powers which nations alone assume to exercise and 
upon the continued maintenance of which their political exist- 
ence must depend. A series of causes had foj many years been 
leading up to this event, and it is impossible to exaggerate its 
influence upon our subsequent political history. 
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Thomas Jefferson. 

Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, was born in Albemarle County, Va., April 2, 1743, and died 
at Monticello, July 4, 1826. He was one of the most distinguished 
statesmen of his time and his sentiments and political policy 
have left a permanent influence upon our institutions and govern- 
ment. 

He was graduated at the age of nineteen from the college of 
William and Mary. At the age of twenty-six he was chosen to 
represent his county in the legislature of Virginia, and at oi\ce 
took an active part with those who were disposed to resist the 
encroachments of parliament. Between 1773 and 1775 he had 
written several bold and forcible state papers— one entitled, *' A 
Sumnaary View of the Rights of British Americans"; another,** A 
Reply to Lord North's Conciliatory Proposition," — which had 
already established his reputation as an able advocate of consti- 
tutional freedom, and as an accomplished writer. The author- 
ship of the Declaration added greatly to his fame both at home 
and abroad. 

From 1776 to 1779 he was actively engaged as a member of the 
legislature, in accomplishing important reforms in his own State, 
and in 1779 he was elected Governor. After the ratification of 
the treaty of peace with Great Britain, in 1783, it became desirable 
to negotiate commercial treaties with foreign nations, and Jeffer- 
son was appointed minister to Europe for that purpose in com- 
pany with Franklin and John Adams. Franklin having resigned 
as minister to France in 1785, Jefferson was appointed to succeed 
him. He was absent from the country during the formation of 
the Constitution, and it is well known that that document did not 
altogether meet his approval. Soon after his return to this coun- 
try in 1789, he was offered the position of secretary of state in 
the cabinet of Washington. Notwithstanding his desire to re- 
turn to France he concluded to accept it. In this position he 
became the recognized leader of the party opposed to a strong 
government as represented by Hamilton. After retaining <fc»Ns. 
office somewhat more than four yeaT&\xfe x^'sv^x^^^ ^%\^^<53Q«fc^NR» 
MoDticello. 
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In 1796, he was elected vice-president, and in 1800 president 
of the United States. His accession to office marked the first 
great victory of a new political party. His first administration 
was made popular by a studied simplicity in manner and in the 
administration of the government. The fortunate acquisition 
of the territory of Louisiana from France increased his pop- 
ularity. A series of complications with England embarrassed 
his second administration and the passage of the Embargo Act 
beclouded its close. He withdrew from all active political life 
in 1809 and retired to his delightful retreat at Monticello. Here 
his time was employed in various literary and agricultural pur- 
suits, and in conducting an extensive correspondence. The 
striking coincidence of his death with that of John Adams on the 
fourth of July, 1826, produced a profound impression. 

He was an original thinker in politics, essentially a reformer, 
and was the best representative of advanced democratic ideas in 
government. 



Critical Opinions. 

**To have been the instrument of expressing in one brief, de- 
cisive act the concentrated will and resolution of a whole family 
of States, ... to have been permitted to give the impress and 
peculiarity of his own mind to a charter of public right destined 
... to an importance in the estimation of men equal to anything 
human ever borne on parchment, or expressed in the visible signs 
of thought — this is the glory of Thomas Jefferson." — Eulogy of 
Edward Evei'ett on AdaTns and Jefferson, 

" To say that he performed his great work well would be doing 
him injustice. To say that he did it excellently well, admirably 
well, would be inadequate and halting praise. Let us rather say 
that he so discharged the duty assigned him that all Americans 
may well rejoice that the work of drawing the title-deed of their 
liberties devolved w^tou lam"— Webster* 8 Works, Vol. I., 137. 

Herein lay his deep wisdom; he enjoyed a political vision, 

penetrating deeper down into the inevitable movement of popu- 

Mr g-overnmcnt and further forward into the future trend of 

^ree institutions than was possessed by any ol\\eT TxvMi m public 

/r>fe /// A/y day,—Jfifrse's Life of Jefferson, p. \%^, 
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Analysis of the Declaration. 

A 'BRiEP inspectio|i reveals the fact that the Declaration is made 
up of three parts. (1) The first part presents the general reasons 
on the part of the colonies for renouncing their allegiance to 
Great Britain. It asserts certain views as to the rights of man 
w^hich v^ere at that time by no means generally accepted. These 
v^ere, that all men are possessed of certain natural rights which 
it should be the object of those intrusted with power to protect — 
that to the people belongs the right to establish or change a gov- 
ernment — that when a form of government has become despotic 
it is the right and duty of the people to make such radical 
changes as may seem most likely to remove abuses and preserve 
their rights. 

(2) The second part contains an enumeration of the tyrannical 
acts of the King of England, some of which were : — depriving 
the people of their lawful rights as English subjects, imposing 
taxes without their consent and cutting oS their trade with 
other countries, sending armies of foreign soldiers among them 
whom they v^ere compelled to support, and the actual waging of 
war and destroying the lives of the people. 

(3) The third part contains the Declaration proper, in which 
the people of the colonies formally renounce their allegiance 
to Great Britain and assert their intention to exercise the politi- 
cal rights of free and independent States. 

By the specific enumeration of the ** Facts submitted to the 
World'* it was intended to fasten upon the king rather than upon 
the people, the responsibility for the tyranny of which they 
complained. The refusal to disavow these acts, however, was 
deemed a sufficient reason for assuming a hostile attitude to- 
ward both the government and the people. 

The original draft of this document is preserved in the De- 
partment of State at Washington. The original copy signed at 
P&iladelphia, is to be found in the Patent Office. The W^XsL'^cfiA. 
familiar signature of John HaucoeV, \Xi'wi ^T^"sv^<eoN» ^^ "Qssfc^^^- 
gress, stands by itself and Ueada V\i^ \\aX ol ^\"gaKt^. 
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The other names are grouped together by States, and the States 
are arranged in geographical order. 

" It will be a memorable epoch in the history of America. It 
ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance by solemn 
acts of devotion to Almighty €rod." — John Adams, 

** The Declaration ought to be hung up in the nursery of every 
king, and blazoned on the porch of every palace." — Buckleys His- 
tory of GivUieation in England, 

"If includes far more than it expresses; for by recognizing 
human equality, brotherhood and the individual as the unit of 
society it accepts the Christian idea of. man as the basis of politi- 
cal institution." — FrothingTiam's Rise of the Republic. 

'* The Declaration had an immense effect. . . . The cause was 
so noble and the effort was so grand that there was not a doubt, 
not a hesitation in the sentiments of the entire world that gov- 
ernments and the rulers of States would seek glory by thinking 
like the people." — Sisinondi, History of the French, 

References. — The student should consult some of the numer- 
ous biographies of Jefferson. Among the best are Randairs, 
Tucker's,, and that of J. T. Morse in the Arnerican Statesmen 
Series, Of special interest is Jefferson's own account of the cir- 
cumstances connected with the writing of the Declaration, to be 
found in Vol. I. of his Writings, containing his autobiography. 
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

In Congress^ July 4, 1776. 

The UNANIMOUS Declaration op the thirteen united States 

OF America. 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary 
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have con- 
nected them with another, and to assume among the Powers 
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws 
of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 
the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that th6y are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights. 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any 
Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to insti- 
tute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles 
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem 
most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should 
not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly 
all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when 
a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably 
the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under abso- 
lute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off 
such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future 
security.— Such has been the paXi^wX. ^xx^^^^axva^ '^'s^ "<?^^^^ ^'^- 
ODies; and such is now the iieee?>s»\\>^ ^\i\Oa. ^<^\vs.Vt'^^^'^^'^'^^'^ 
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alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the 
present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries 
and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment 
of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let 
Facts be submitted to a. candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and 
necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation 
till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he 
has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of 
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish 
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestima- 
ble to them and foimidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their Public 
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for op- 
posing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the 
people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to 
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative Powers, in- 
capable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large 
for their exercise; the State remaining in the meantime ex- 
posed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convul- 
sions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; 
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of 
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migra- 
tion hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations 
of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refus- 
ing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers. 
ffe has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the 
tenure of their ofSces^ and the amount and yja^m^wX. ol ^^^\t 
s^JarJes, 
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He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither 
swarms of Officers to harass our People, and eat out their 
substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies 
without the Consent of our legislature. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and 
superior to the Civil Power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; 
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for 
any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of 
these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing taxes on us without our Consent: 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by 
Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended 
offenses: 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neigh- 
boring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary govern- 
ment, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once 
an example and fit instrument for introducing the same abso- 
lute rule into these Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable 
Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Govern- 
ments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring them- 
selves invested with Power to legislate for us in all cases what- 
soever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of 
his Protection and waging War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burned our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting lar^Q ^^vsn\^<^ «^1 ^'^j^^^s^ 
merceDaries to compleat the vjotYs ol ^«i"aJOft.^ ^^$.'$.<^^5:Jo^ss^^ '«x^ 
tyranny, already begun witb. ci\t^\3LmsX?vxv^^"s» <5»\ <^^^^^i^^ "^^ 
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perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the 
high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the 
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall them- 
selves by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the 
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for 
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions 
have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose 
character is thus marked by every act which may define a 
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free People. 

Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at- 
tempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable juris- 
diction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances 
of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to 
their native justice and magnanimity, and w^e have conjured 
them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these 
usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections 
and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of 
justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce 
in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold 
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in 
Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of 

America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the 

Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, 

do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these 

Colonies, solemnly publish and declare. That these United 

Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent 

States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the 

British Crown, and thaX all political connection between them 

^od the State of Great Britain, i^^ and oug\il to \ift \A:i\.«\Vs ^S&. 

soJved; and that as Free and Iiidepem\ei\l ^UV^«), VXx^^ \xw^^ 



* • .. 
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full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, es- 
tablish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which 
Independent States may of right do. And for the support of 
this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of 
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our 
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

JOHN HANCOCK. 

New Hampshire— io^iAB. Bartlett, Wm. Whipple, Mat- 
thew Thornton. 

Massachusetts Bay — Saml. Adams, John Adams, Robt. 
Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry. 

Rhode Island- Step. Hopkins. William Ellery. 

Connectwut — Roger Sherman, Sam'el Huntington, Wm. 
Williams, Oliver Wolcott. 

New York — Wm. Floyd, Phil. Livingston, Frans. Lewis, 
Lewis Morris. 

New Jersey — Richd. Stockton, Jno. Witherspoon, Fras. 
HopKiNsoN, John Hart, Abra. Clark. 

Pennsylvania — Robt. Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benja. 
Franklin, John Morton, Geo. Clymer, Jas. Smith, Geo. 
Taylor, James Wilson, Geo. Ross. 

Delaware — C^sar Rodney, Geo. Read, Tho. M'Kean. 

Maryland — Samuel Chase, Wm. Paca, Thos. Stone, Charles 
Carroll of CarroUton. 

Virginia — George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Th. Jef- 
ferson, Benja. Harrison, Thos. Nelson, jr., Francis Light- 
foot Lee, Carter Braxton. 

No7^h Ca7*olina — Wm. Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn. 

South Carolina — Edward Rutledge, Thos. Heyward, Junr., 
Thomas Lynch, Junr. , Arthur Middleton. 

Georgia — Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, Geo. Walton. 



WASHINGTON'S 
FAREWELL ADDRESS. 



Washington as a Statesman. 

The period during which Washington won his fame as a 
statesman extends from the time when he resigned his com- 
mission as commander-in-chief of the army, to his death in 
1799. As this period recedes into the past, it is becoming 
more and more evident that no small part of his permanent 
fame will rest upon the sagacity, the penetration, and the te- 
nacity of purpose which he displayed in this most exciting and 
critical period of our history. He was not a learned man as 
that term is generally understood, but he had made a collec- 
tion of books on political science such as few private libraries 
of that day could equal. He had copied with his own hand 
an abstract, made by Madison, of the great authority on this 
subject at that time, Montesquieu's ** Spirit of Laws." 

After resigning his commission, he was invited to meet a 
committee of congress to assist in devising plans for establish- 
ing the government upon a peace basis. He suggested a series 
of measures which reveal his far-sightedness and his practical 
good sense. Among these, were the establishment of a military 
academy for the training of officers, the creation of a navy as 
a means of protecting our foreign commerce, and the outlines 
of a system for regulating our intercourse with Indian tribes. 
At a meeting of the commissioners of Virginia and Maryland 
at hisliouse in 1785, he suggested that they should agree upon 
a uniform system of duties and other commercial regulations, 
^nd a uniform currency. This was t\\e gexm ol \i\ife «vvfe»^^sxvvaiit 
^o^u/ation of this whole subject by consUtwtVoTiaX ^\:on\%\«u. 
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No one of the men at that time in public life had better op- 
portunities for knowing, certainly no one was more profoundly 
convinced than Washington that the Confederation as a form 
of government was a failure. In view of the approaching 
disbanding of the army he wrote, June 8, 1783, a circular let- 
ter addressed to the Governors of the States but intended for 
the whole people, in which he says : ** It is indispensable to 
the happiness of the individual States that there should be 
lodged somewhere a supreme power to regulate and govern 
the general concerns of the confederated republic, without 
which the union cannot be of long duration, and everything 
must very rapidly tend to anarchy and confusion. ... It is 
only in our united character that we are known as an empire, 
that our independence is acknowledged, that our power can 
be regarded or our credit supported among foreign nations." 
And his letters as well as all his public acts show that all his 
great influence was wielded judiciously yet effectively for the 
formation of a federal union. 

The purity of his character, his unselfish patriotism and his 
unparalleled services pointed him out as the one person above 
all others to preside over the Convention of 1787. At the 
suggestion of Franklin he was unanimously elected its presi- 
dent. Very delicate and difficult were the duties of the pre- 
siding officer of such a body of men, met for such a purpose. 
The permanent success of their work would have been hardly 
possible without the impartial, conciliating, magnanimous at- 
titude of Washington through all the proceedings. 

Whatever views may be entertained respecting the wisdom 
of his policy in regard to certain political measures, very few 
persons familiar with the period will now be disposed to ques- 
tion the fact that our present prosperity as a nation must be 
attributed, in no small degree, to the foresight, the prudence 
and the lofty patriotism with which for eight years he con- 
ducted the affairs of the government. 

He rose above the narrow provincial politics of the day 
which distorted the judgment of some of the best meTx^ mt\x 
whom he had been associated. His \iOT£i^ ^cji^ss^ ^s^sy^^^^^feaJss. 
be grasped clearly the new idea ol wa\.\wvv>\ ^-fSs.^fe^^^- '^ 
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comprehended the measures best adapted to foster its feeble 
life. He first lifted our foreign policy to an independent posi- 
tion. Accustomed for a century and a half to more or less 
subserviency to foreign powers, **the great majority of the 
people were either French or English," as an acut« observer 
remarked, ** and but very few Americans." Washington saw 
clearly that there was no safety for the new republic except in 
a policy of neutrality. The determination to enforce this 
policy would awaken a feeling of nationality, and compel the 
respect of foreign powers. Once having adopted this course 
he maintained it with an inflexible purpose in spite of violent 
opposition and bitter abuse, until even his enemies were com- 
pelled to admit its wisdom. 

Washington entered upon his duties as President with the 
intention of being the President of the nation rather than of a 
party. He was the more constrained to this course by reason 
of his unanimous election. 

If he did not wholly succeed in this patriotic endeavor, it is 
because the successful administration of government under 
conditions which at present exist is not possible except through 
the organization of parties. None the less we cannot fail 
to admire the lofty moral purpose that prompted him to 
mediate between opposing parties and to rise above the petty 
arts of the political aspirant. The attempt to maintain a 
balance of parties in his cabinet, though plausible, was. an 
impracticable scheme, and on the retirement of Jefferson he 
abandoned it. He made the mistake of thinking that the 
political leaders of the day could act with as much freedom 
from prejudice, and with as intense a desire for the common 
welfare as himself. In these respects Washington stood alone. 
It was this elevation above the plane of selfish motives that 
gave him clearness of insight, and inspired the public mind 
with such confidence in his leadership. 
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Critical Opinions. 

Washington stands alone and unapproachable like a snow- 
peak rising above its fellows into the clear air of morning, with 
a dignity, constancy and purity which have made him the ideal 
type of civic virtue to succeeding generations." — Bryce, Am, Cam- 
momoecUth, I. 641. 

" He did the two greatest things which in politics a man can 
have the privilege of attempting. He maintained by peace that 
independence of his country which he had acquired by war. He 
founded a free government in the name of the principles of order 
and by re-establishing their sway. Of all great men he was the 
most virtuous and the most fortunate. In the world God has no 
higher favors to bestow." — OuizoVs E^ayon WdshingUm. 

No truth can be uttered with more confidence than that his 
ends were always upright and his means always pure. He ex- 
hibits the rare example of a politician to whom wiles were abso- 
lutely unknown, and whose professions to foreign governments 
and to his own countrymen were always sincere. In him was 
fully exemplified the real distinction which forever exists be- 
tween wisdom and cunning, and the importance as well as the 
truth of the maxim that ' honesty is the best policy.' " — MarshalVs 
Life of Washington, Vol. II. 447. 
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The Farewell Address. 

For several years previous to the expiration of bis second 
term, Washington had contemplated the preparation of such a 
paper. His purpose was to present the results of his observation 
and reflection upon the character of our institutions, and to utter 
such words of counsel as might befit the occasion. 

It is well known that he consulted both Hamilton and Madison 
in the preparation of this address, and received valuable aid, not 
only in the way of suggestion, but of final revision, especially 
from the former. As to the share of Hamilton, the opinion of 
Jared Sparks may be quoted as offering a satisfactory explana- 
tion. ''The question as to the manner in which the address 
origiti^ated is one of small moment since its real importance con- 
sists in being known to contain the sentiments of Washington, 
uttered on a solemn occasion and designed for the benefit of his 
countrymen. . . Myopinionis that the address, in the shape it now 
bears, is much indebted for its language and style to the careful 
revision and skilful pen of Hamilton ; that he suggested some of 
the topics and amplified others, and that he imdertook this task, 
not more as an act of friendship than from a sincere desire that 
a paper of this kind should go before the public in a form which 
would give it great and lasting utility. But I do not think that 
his aid, however valuable, was such as to detract from the sub 
stantial merit of Washington, or to divest him of a fair claim to 
the authorship of the address. " 

As a piece of literary workmanship, the address has just 
claims to be regarded as a classic, and may well serve as a model 
for statesmen in the preparation of state papers. In his letters 
and official papers Washington was accustomed to express himself 
with great clearness and directness and often with a certain fe- 
licity and grace of language. The address evidently comes from 
one who is aware that he has something important to say and 
tries to say it in simple and well-chosen words. 
But the chief excellence of this document is due not so much 
to Its literary merit as io its commanding moT?c\ «kX\d religious 
cljarHcter. Jt is not addressed to stateameu axi^\fe?;\^\^XQ^^\i>\\.\a 
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the people. It sets forth the principles that lie at the basis of all 
permanent national prosperity, and insists upon the intimate rela- 
tion between the character of a people and the perpetuity of 
their government. Never perhaps was the importance of mor- 
ality and religion so thoroughly emphasized in any similar polit- 
ical document. Never were they commended to the practice of 
a people by any ruler with such affectionate earnestness. With 
all the fidelity of a counselor and friend, he points out the two 
evils which seemed to him most likely to imperil the safety of the 
nation — the danger from excessive party spirit and from foreign al- 
liances. These were crying evils at that time, and had proved 
most serious obstacles to the wise administration of government. 
If our subse(iuent history has shown that he somewhat over- 
estimated the latter of these dangers, yet on the other hand his 
manly words and example have done much to educate the people 
to appreciate their true position among the nations of the earth. 
But there is no trace of national narrowness or bigotry in his 
counsel. He commends a liberal and generous treatment of the 
rest of the world, quite in contrast with the sentiments and con- 
duct that prevailed among the nations of Europe during the last 
century. It is this large and comprehensive view of things, a 
thoughtful consideration for others, heroic self-reliance, united 
with a true singleness of purpose that reveal the wise, fearless 
and truthful soul. The influence of this address upon the Amer- 
ican people and indirectly upon foreign nations is a striking 
tribute to the supremacy of goodness. More enduring than 
mere intellectual greatness, such a character is destined to com- 
mand the final homage of mankind. 

Numerous editions of this address have been published, some 
of them at considerable expense. The original manuscript copy 
was purchased by James Lenox for twenty-five hundred dollars, 
and is now the possession of the Lenox Library, New York. 

"As the generations have come and gone the farewell address 
has grown dearer to the hearts of the American people, and the 
children and the children's children of those to whom it was ad- 
dressed have turned to it in all times, and haye Vlv^qs^vl ^Jca*^ 
there was do room for error in ioWo^m^ Vva ^ovxo&^r — V»^^'«i ^ 
Zt/e of Washington, Vol. II. 245. 
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**If the farewell address saved us from tliis (a coalition with 
France) though it saved us from nothing else, it would deserve 
to be regarded as a blessing from Heaven through the counsels of 
Washington, not less in magnitude than the blessing of Inde- 
pendence which was vouchsafed to his sword." — Horace Binney's 
Inquiry. 



References. — In addition to the well-known Lives of Wash- 
ington, the recent " Life** by Henry Cabot Lodge, in two vol- 
umes, in the American Statesmen Series, deserves careful study. 
Much of the political history of the period may be gathered from 
Marshall's Life. A truly adequate estimate of Washington can- 
not be formed without reading more or less of his correspondence, 
edited by Sparks, or in the more recent volumes of Ford, now in 
course of publication. A full discussion of Hamilton's share in 
the Address will be found in Horace Binney's In^quiry. 
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WASHINGTON'S FAREWELL ADDRESS 
to the people of the united states. 

Friends and Fellow-Citizens : 

The period for a new election of a citizen, to administer the 
executive government of the United States, being not far dis- 
tant, and the time actually arrived, when your thoughts must 
be employed in designating the person, who is to be clothed 
with that important trust, it appears to me proper, especially 
as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the public 
voice, that I should now apprize you of the resolution I have 
formed, to decline being considered among the number of 
those, out of whom a choice is to be made. 

I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice to be as- 
sured, that this resolution has not been taken without a strict 
regard to all the considerations appertaining to the relation, 
.which binds a dutiful citizen to his country ; and that, in 
withdrawing the tender of service, which silence in my situa- 
tion might imply, I am influenced by no diminution of zeal for 
your future interest ; no deficiency of grateful respect for 
your past kindness ; but am supported by a full conviction 
that the step is compatible with both. 

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the oflSce to 
which your suffrages have twice called me, have been a uni- 
form sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty, and to a 
deference for what appeared to be your desire. I constantly 
hoped, that it would have been much earlier in my power, con- 
sistently with motives, which I was not at liberty to disre- 
gard, to return to that retirement, from which I had been re- 
luctantly drawn. The strength of my inclination to do this, 
previous to the last election, had even led to the preparation 
of an address to declare it to you ; but mature reflection on 
the then perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with for- 
eign nations, and the nnai\\mo\\9» ^ANvta cil^^t'Si^^^ss'^^^^c^'^^*^'^ 
my confidence, impelled me to ?i\>a\vQio\^.XX\^N^^"^* 
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I rejoice, that the state of your concerns, external as well as 
internal, no longer renders the pursuit of inclination incom- 
patible with the sentiment of duty, or propriety ; and am per- 
suaded, whatever partiality may be retained for my services, 
that, in the present circumstances of our country, you will not 
disapprove my determination to retire. 

The impressions, with which I first undertook the arduous 
trust, were explained on the proper occasion. In the discharge 
of this trust, I will only say, that I have, with good intentions, 
contributed towards the organization and administration of the 
government the best exertions of which a very fallible judg- 
ment was capable. Not, unconscious, in the outset, of the in- 
feriority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes, per- 
haps still more in the eyes of others, has strengthened the 
motives to diffidence of myself ; and every day the increasing 
weight of years admonishes me more and more, that the shade 
of retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome. Sat- 
isfied, that, if any circumstances have given peculiar value to 
my services, they were temporary, I have the consolation to 
believe, that, while choice and prudence invite me to quit the. 
political scene, patriotism does not forbid it. 

In looking forward to the moment, which is intended to ter- 
minate the career of mjr public life, my feelings do not permit 
me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of grati- 
tude, which I owe to my beloved country for the many hon- 
ors it has conferred upon me ; still more for the steadfast 
confidence with which it has supported me ; and for the oppor- 
tunities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable 
attachment, by services faithful and persevering, though in 
usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted to 
our country from these services, let it always be remembered 
to your praise, and as an instructive example in our annals, 
that under circumstances in which the passions, agitated in 
every direction, were liable to mislead, amidst appearances 
sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging, 
j'n si'tuHtions in which not unf requently want of success has 
oountenaneed the spirit of criticism, the coT\&\.sv\i^^ ol -^our 
support was the essential prop of the efforts, an^?^ ^«w>.w\fc» 
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of the plans by which they were effected. Profoundly pene- 
trated with this idea, 1 shall carry it with me to my grave, as 
a strong incitement to unceasing vows that Heaven may con- 
tinue to you the choicest tokens of its beneficence ; that your 
union and brotherly affection may be perpetual ; that the free 
constitution, which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly 
maintained ; that its administration in every department may 
be stamped with wisdom and virtue ; that, in fine, the happi- 
ness of the people of these States, under the auspices of lib- 
erty, may be made complete, by so careful a preservation and 
so prudent a use of this blessing, as will acquire to them the 
glory of recommending it to the applause, the affection, and 
adoption of every nation, which is yet a stranger to it. 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your 
welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the appre- 
hension of danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me, on an 
occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn contempla- 
tion, and to recommend to your frequent review, some senti- 
ments, which are the result of much reflection, of no inconsid- 
erable observation, and which appear to me all-important to 
the permanency of your felicity as a People. These will be 
offered to you with the more freedom, as you can only see in 
them the disintereste4 warnings of a parting friend, who can 
possibly have no personal motive to bias his counsel. Nor can 
I forget, as an encouragement to it, your indulgent reception 
of my sentiments on a former and not dissimilar occasion. 

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of 
your hearts, no recommendation of mine is necessary to fortify 
or confirm the attachment. 

The unity of Government, which constitutes you one peo- 
ple, is also now dear to you. It is justly so ; for it is a main 
pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support of 
your tranquillity at home, your peace abroad ; of your safety; 
of your prosperity ; of that very Liberty, which you so highly 
prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that, from different causes 
and from different quarters, much pains will be taken^ xjciajx^ 
nrtiiices employed, to weaken ixv 'jowt Tsi\\i^^X>Dife ^^s^x^^i^^s^^^ 
this truth ; as. this is the point \Tv\o\a ^Q\\\AC.^^c$t\x<Ks^^^esjcsv^ 
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which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be 
most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insid- 
iously) directed, it is of infinite moment, that you should 
properly estimate the immense value of your national Union 
to your collective and individual happiness ; that you should 
cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it ; 
accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the Palla- 
dium of your political safety and prosperity ; watching for 
its preservation with jealous anxiety ; discountenancing what- 
ever may suggest even a suspicion, that it can in any event be 
abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning 
of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from 
the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together 
the various parts. 

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and inter- 
est. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country, that 
country has a right to concentrate your affections. The name 
of American, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, 
must always exalt the just pride of Patriotism, more than any 
appellation derived from local discriminations. With slight 
shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, 
habits, and political principles. You have in a common cause 
fought and triumphed together ; the Independence and Lib- 
erty you possess are the work of joint counsels, and joint ef- 
forts, of common dangers, sufferings, and successes. 

But these considerations, however powerfully they address 
themselves to your sensibility, are greatly outweighed by those, 
which apply more immediately to your interest. Here, every 
portion of our country finds the most commanding motives for 
carefully guarding and preserving the Union of the whole. 

The Norths in an unrestrained intercourse with the Souths 

protected by the equal laws of a common government, finds, 

in the productions of the latter, great additional resources of 

maritime and commercial enterprise and precious materials of 

manufacturing industry. The South, in the same intercourse, 

beneBt'ing hy the agency of the North, sees its agriculture 

STOW and its commerce expand. Turnmg paTtVj \\Ao \\s» owa. 

channels the seamen of the North, it tods \ts pa.tW<i\i\«.T t^^nv 
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gation ipvigorated ; and, while it contributes, in different 
ways, to nourish and increase the general mass of the national 
navigation, it looks forward to the protection of a maritime 
strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. The East^ in a 
like intercourse with the West, already finds, and in the pro- 
gressive improvement of interior communications by land and 
water, will more and more find, a valuable vent for the com- 
modities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at 
home. The West derives from the East supplies requisite to 
its growth and comfort, and, what is perhaps of still greater 
consequence, it must of necessity owe the secw^e enjoyment of 
indispensable outlets for its own productions to the weight, 
influence, and the future maritime strength of the Atlantic 
side of the Union, directed by an indissoluble community of 
interest as one nation. Any other tenure by which the West 
can hold this essential advantage, whether derived from its 
own separate strength, or from an apostate and unnatural 
connection with any foreign power, must be intrinsically pre- 
carious. 

While, then, every part of our country thus feels an imme- 
diate and iparticular interest in Union, all the parts combined 
cannot fail to find in the united mass of means and efforts 
greater strength, greater resource, proportionably greater se- 
curity from external danger, a less frequent interruption of 
their peace by foreign nations ; and, what is of inestimable 
value, they must derive from Union an exemption from those 
broils and wars between themselves, which so frequently afflict 
neighboring countries not tied together by the same govern- 
ments, which their own rivalships alone would be sufficient to 
produce, but which opposite foreign alliances, attachments, 

. and intrigues would stimulate and embitter. Hence, likewise, 
they will avoid the necessity of those overgrown military es- 
tablishments, which, under any form of government, are inaus- 
picious to liberty, and which are to be regarded as particu- 
larly hostile to Republican Liberty. In this sense it is, that 
your Union ought to be considered as a Tsasvxa.^"^'^^ <^\.^^^st^^^- 
erty, and that the love ot tlie oue^ o\3l^\. \iCi ^-vA^-^jx \»-^^^*^^ 

preservation of the oth^r. 
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These considerations speak a persuasive language to every 
reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the continuance of 
the Union as a primary object of Patriotic desire. Is there a 
doubt, whether a common government can embrace so large a 
sphere ? Let experience solve it. To listen to mere specula- 
tion in such a case were criminal. We are authorized to hope, 
that a proper organization of the whole, with the auxiliary 
agency of governments for the respective subdivisions, will 
afford a happy issue to the experiment. It is well worth a 
fair and full experiment. With such powerful and obvious 
motives to Union, affecting all parts of our country, while ex- 
perience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability, there 
will always be reason to distrust the patriotism of those, who 
in any quarter may endeavor to weaken its bands. 

In contemplating the causes, which may disturb our Union, 
it occurs as matter of serious concern, that any ground should 
have been furnished for characterizing parties by Geographical 
discriminations, JV^oi'thern a,ud SotUherriy Atlantic a.nd Western; 
whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief, that 
there is a real difference of local interests and views. One of 
the expedients of party to acquire influence, within particular 
districts, is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other dis- 
tricts. You cannot shield yourselves top much against the 
jealousies and heart-burnings, which spring from these mis- 
representations ; they tend to render alien to each other those, 
who ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. The 
inhabitants of our western country have lately had a useful 
lesson on this head ; they have seen, in the negotiation by the 
Executive, and in the unanimous ratification by the Senate, of 
the treaty with Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at that 
event, throughout the United States, a decisive proof how un- 
founded were the suspicions propagated among them of a 
policy in the General Government and in the Atlantic States 
unfriendly to their interests in regard to the Mississippi ; they 
have been witnesses to the formation of two treaties, that with 
Great Britain^ and that With Spain, which secure to them 
every thing they could desire, in respect to out lot^vga. -toiW 
tJons, towards confirming their prosiperit^. "^VW \\» tv^X, \^ 
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their wisdom to rely for the preservation of these advantages 
on the Union by which they were procured ? Will they not 
henceforth be deaf tp those advisers, if such there are, who 
would sever them from their brethren, and connect them with 
aliens ? 

To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a Govern- 
ment for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, however 
strict, between the parts can be an adequate substitute ; they 
must inevitably experience the infractions and interruptions, 
which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of 
this momentous truth, you have improved upon your first 
essay, by the adoption of a Constitution of Government better 
calculated than your former for an intimate Union, and for 
the efficacious management of your common concerns. This 
Government, the offspring of our own choice, uninfluenced 
and unawed, adopted upon full investigation and mature delib- 
eration, completely free in its principles, in the distribution of 
its powers, uniting security with energy, and containing within 
itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to 
your confidence and your support. Respect for its authority, 
compliance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are 
duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true Liberty. 
The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to 
make and to alter their Constitutions of Government. But 
the Constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an 
explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly 
obligatory upon all. The very idea of the power and the 
right of the people to establish Government presupposes the 
duty of every individual to obey the established Government. 

All obstructions to the execution of the Laws, all combina- 
tions and associations, under whatever plausible character, 
with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the 
regular deliberation and action of the constituted authorities, 
are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal 
tendency. They serve to organize faction, to give it an artifi- 
cial and extraordinary force ; to put, in the ^l^e^. <jiH^'5i ^^s^^- 
gated win of the nation, t\ie y;\\\ ol ^^^.x\.i^ ^1\fc^^ '^^sv^so^^ 
artful and enterprising mmorVly ol \(Xiek QiO\fiL\svNi.^^^^ 
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cording to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make 
the public administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and 
incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of con- 
sistent and wholesome plans digested by common counsels, 
and modified by mutual interests. 

However combinations or associations of the above descrip- 
tions may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely 
in the course of time and things, to become potent engines, by 
which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be en- 
abled to subvert the power of the people, and to usurp for 
themselves the reins of government ; destroying afterwards 
the very engines, which have lifted them to unjust dominion. 

Towards the preservation of your government, and the per- 
manency of your present happy state, it is requisite, not only 
that you steadily discountenance irregular oppositions to its 
acknowledged authority, but also that you resist with care the 
spirit of innovation upon its principles, however specious the 
pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect, in the 
forms of the constitution, alterations, which will impair the 
energy of the system, and thus to undermine what cannot T^e 
directly overthrown. In all the changes to which you may be 
invited, remember that time and habit are at least as necessary 
to fix the true character of governments, as of other human 
institutions ; that experience is the surest standard, by which 
to test the real tendency of the existing constitution of a coun- 
tty ; that facility in changes, upon the credit of mere hypothe- 
sis and opinion, exposes to perpetual change, from the endless 
variety of hypothesis and opinion ; and remember, especially, 
that, for the efficient management of your common interests, 
in a country so extensive as ours, a government of as much 
vigor as is consistent with the perfect security of liberty is in- 
dispensable. Liberty itself will find in such a government, 
with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its surest 
guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a name, where the 
government is too feeble to withstand the enterprise of fac- 
t/on, to confine each member of the society within the limits 
prescribed by the laws, and to maintain aW m Wi^ ^^\jc^^ w[vd 
tranquil enjoyment of the rights of persoTi aM \)yo\»«>tVj. 
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I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the 
state, with particular reference to the founding of them on 
geographical discriminations. Let me now take ^ more com- 
prehensive view, and warn you in the most solemn manner 
against the baneful effects of the spirit of party, generally. 

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, 
having its root in the strongest passions of the human mind. 
It exists under different shapes in all governments, more or 
less stifled, controlled, or repressed ; but, in those of the pop- 
ular form, it is seen in its greatest rankness, and is truly their 
worst enemy. 

The alternate domination of one faction over another, 
sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissension, 
which in different ages and countries has perpetrated the most 
horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. But this 
leads at length to a more formal and permanent despotism. 
The disorders and miseries, which result, gradually incline the 
minds of men to seek security and repose in the absolute powef 
of an individual ; and sooner or later the chief of some pre- 
vailing faction, more able or more fortunate than his competi- 
tors, turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, 
on the ruins of Public Liberty. 

Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind 
(which nevertheless ought not to be entirely out of sight), the 
common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party are suf- 
ficient to make it the interest and duty of a wise people to dis- 
courage and restrain it. 

It serves always to distract the Public Councils, and enfee- 
ble the Public Administration. It agitates the Community 
with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms ; kindles the ani- 
mosity of one party against another, foments occasionally riot 
and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and 
corruption, which find a facilitated access to the government 
itself througlt the channels of party passions. Thus the policy 
and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and will 
of another. 

There is an opinion, that paxWa^ vcv Ix^i^ q«s«v\xv^^ ^Bt^s^^^ss^- 
ful cbecka upon the admim&ttaWow ol V^^ v;^^^^x^^^^^-^^ 
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serve to keep alive the spirit of Liberty. This within certain 
limits is probably true ; and in Governments of a Monarchical 
cast, Patriotism may look with indulgence, if not with favor, 
upon the spirit of party. But in those of the popular charac- 
ter, in Governments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be en- 
couraged. From their natural tendency, it is certain there 
will always be enough of that spirit for every salutary purpose. 
And, there being constant danger of excess, the effort ought 
to be, by force of public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it. 
A fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to 
prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead of warming, it 
should consume. 

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a 
free country should inspire caution, in those intrusted with 
its administration, to' confine themselves within their respec- 
tive constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the 
powers of one department to encroach upon another. The 
spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all 
the departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the form 
of government, a real despotism.* A just estimate of that 
love of power, and proneness to abuse it, which predominates 
in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of 
this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exer- 
cise of political poT^er, by dividing and distiibuting it into 
different depositories, and constituting eacli the Guardian of 
the Public Weal against invasions by the others, has been 
evinced by experiments ancient and modem ; some of them in 
our country and under our own eyes. To preserve them^ 
must be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opinion 
of the people, the distribution or modification of the constitu- 
tional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be corrected 
by an amendment in the way, which the constitution desig- 
nates. But let there be no change by usurpation ; for, though 
this, in one instance, may be the instrument of ^ood, it is the 
customary weapon by which free governments are destroyed. 
TAg prece<lent must always greatly overbalance in .permanent 
■^''i nny partial or transient benefit, which t\ie vxse vi?cw ^\, w^n 
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Of all the dispositions and habits, which lead to political 
prosperity, Religion and Morality are indispensable supports. 
In vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who 
should labor to subvert these great pillars of human happi- 
ness, these firmest props of the duties of Men and Citizens. 
The mere Politician, equally with the pious man, ought to re- 
spect and to cherish them. A volume could not trace all their 
connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply be 
asked. Where is the security for property, for reputation, for 
life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths, whfch 
are the instruments of investigation in Courts of Justice ? And 
let us with caution indulge the supposition, that morality can 
be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to 
the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar struc- 
ture, reason and experience both forbid us to expect, that na^ 
tional morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. 

It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a neces- 
sary spring of popular government. The rule, indeed, extends 
with more or less force to every species of free government. 
Who, that is a sincere friend to it, can look with indifference 
upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric ? 

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, institu- 
tions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In proportion 
as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, 
it is essential that public opinion should be enlightened. 

As a very important source of strength and security, cherish 
public credit. One method of preserving it is, to use it as 
sparingly as possible ; avoiding occasions of expense by culti- 
vating peace, but remembering also that timely disbursements 
to prepare for danger frequently prevent much greater dis- 
bursements to repel it ; avoiding likewise the accumulation of 
debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, but by vig- 
orous exertions in time of peace to discharge the debts, which 
unavoidable wai-s may have occasioned, not ungenerously 
throwing upon posterity the burthen, which we ourselves 
ought to bear. The execution ol \i^fe^^\^?).'vX\si'3^\i^«^^^-^"V^'^ 
representativesy bnt it is necess,aT>j V\isA. ^\5X^\^ c^'^;;\^^5s^ ^'^^ 
cooperate. To facilitate to t\\e\iv V\i^ .^exlwxfiwws.'^. ^"^ 
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duty, it is essential that you should practically bear in mind, 
that towards the payment of debts there must be Revenue ; 
that to have Revenue there must be taxes ; that no taxes can 
be devised, which are not more or less inconvenient and un- 
pleasant, that the intrinsic embarrassment, inseparable from 
the selection of the proper objects (which is always a choice of 
difficulties), ought to be a decisive motive for a candid con- 
struction of the conduct of the government in making it, and 
for a spirit of acquiescence in the measures for obtaining rev- 
enue, which the public exigencies may at any time dictate. 

Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations ; culti- 
vate peace and harmony with all. Religion and Morality en- 
join this^ conduct ; and can it be, that good policy does not 
equally enjoin it ? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, 
and, at no distant period, a great Nation, to give to mankind 
the magnanimous and too novel example of a people always 
guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can 
doubt, that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of 
such a plan would richly repay any temporary advantages, 
which might be lost by a steady adherence to it ? Can it be, 
that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a 
Nation with its Virtue ? The experiment, at least, is recom- 
mended by every sentiment which ennobles human nature. 
Alas I is it rendered impossible by its vices ? 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential, 
than that permanent, inveterate antipathies against particular 
Nations, and passionate attachments for others, should be ex- 
cluded ; and that, in place of them, just and amicable feelings 
towards all should be cultivated. The Nation, which indulges, 
towards another an habitual hatred, or an habitual fondness, 
is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to 
its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray from 
its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one nation against 
another disposes each more readily to offer insult and in- 
jury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be 
Aau^bty and intractable^ when accidental or trifling occasions 
of dispute occur. Hence frequent coWisiona, o\>^Ww«t\fe, ^\^- 
^onowed, and bloody contests. The 'Nation, v^omv^feCiL \i^ \)\- 
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will and resentment, sometimes impels to war the Govern- 
ment, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The Gov- 
ernment sometimes participates in the national propensity, 
and adopts through passion what reason would reject ; at 
other times, it makes the animosity of the nation subservient 
to projects of hostility instigated by pride, ambition, and other 
sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes 
perhaps the liberty, of Nations has been the victim. 

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one Nation for an- 
other produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the favorite 
Nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary common in- 
terest, in cases where no real common interest exists, and in- 
fusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the former 
into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, 
without adequate inducement or justification. It leads also 
to concessions to the favorite Nation of privileges denied to 
others, which is apt doubly to injure the Nation making the 
concessions ; by unnecessarily parting with what ought to 
have been retained ; and by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a 
disposition to retaliate, in the parties from whom equal privi- 
leges are withheld. And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or 
deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite na- 
tion), facility to betray or sacrifice the interests of their own 
country, without odium, sometimes even with popularity ; 
gilding, with the appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation, 
a commendable deference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal 
for public good, the base of foolish compliances of ambition, 
corruption, or infatuation. 

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such 
attachments are particularly alarming to the truly enlightened 
and independent Patriot. How many opportunities do they 
afford to tamper with domestic factions, to practice the arts 
of seduction, to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe 
the Public Councils ! Such an attachment of a small or weak, 
towards a great and powerful nation, dooms the former to be 
the satellite of the latter. 

Against the insidious vf ilea ol Iot^\^w \\n!\\^5ss\^^ ^ ^^^^j^ss*^^ 
you to believe me, fellow c\t\z.eT\*V Vcv^ ^^^^"^^"^ cJt^V?^^^^ 
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pie ought to be constantly awake ; since history and experi- 
ence prove, that foreign influence is one of the most baneful 
foes of Republican Government. But that jealousy, to be 
useful, must be impartial ; else it becomes the instrument of 
the very influence to be avoided, instead of a defense against 
it. Excessive partiality for one foreign nation, and excessive 
dislike of another, cause those whom they actuate to see dan- 
ger only on one side, and serve to veil and even second the 
arts of influence on the other. Real patriots, who may resist 
the intrigues of the favorite, are liable to become suspecl^d 
and odious ; while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and 
confidence of the people, to surrender their interests. 

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign na- 
tions, is, in extending our commercial relations, to have with 
them as little political connection as possible. So far as we 
have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with 
perfect good faith. Here let us stop. 

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us have 
none, or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged 
in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially 
foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise 
in us to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary 
vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and 
collisions of her friendships or enmities. 

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us 
to pursue a different course. If we remain one people, under 
an efficient government, the period is not far off, when we 
may defy material injury from external annoyance ; when we 
may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality, we 
may at any time resolve upon, to be scrupulously respected ; 
when belligerent nations, under the impossibility of making 
acquisitions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving us 
provocation ; when we may choose peace or war, as our inter- 
est, guided by justice, shall counsel. 

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation ? Why 

qu/e our own to stand upon foreign ground ? Why, by inter- 

weavlng our destiny with that of any part ol^\vto\>fe, ^\i\».w«\Q 



AMERICAN PATBIOTIC SELECTIONS. 35 

our peace and prosperity in the toils of European ambition, 
rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice ? 

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances 
with any portion of the foreign world ; so far, I mean, as we 
are now at liberty to do it ; for let me not be understood as 
capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. I 
hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private 
affaits, that honesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, 
therefore, let those engagements be observed in their genuine 
sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary and would be 
unwise to extend them. 

Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable establish- 
ment's, on a respectable defensive posture, we may safely trust 
to temporary alliances for extraordinary emergencies. 

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are recom- 
mended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even our 
commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial hand ; 
neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or preferences ; 
consulting the natural course of things ; diffusing and diver- 
sifying by gentle means the streams of commerce, but forcing 
nothing ; establishing, with powers so disposed, in order to 
give trade a stable course^ to define the rights of our mer- 
chants, and to enable the government to support them, con- 
ventional rules of intercourse, the best that present circum- 
stances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and 
liable to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as expe- 
rience and circumstances shall dictate ; constantly keeping in 
view, that it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested 
favors from another ; that it must pay with a portion of its in- 
dependence for whatever it may accept under that character ; 
that, by such acceptance, it may place itself in the condition 
of having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet of 
being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. 
There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate upon 
real favors from nation to nation. It is an illusion, which 
experience must cure, which » just pride ou^bt ti^ dwas.^. 

In offering to you, my couuti'^taeti^ XJci^'Si^ ^Q>oxis*^^^2iKs.^^«^ 
and affeQtiomt^ friend, I dare ivo\, \\o^^ >i>afel ^^^a»i6i^*<» 



36 AMEBICAN PATRIOTIC SELECTIONS. 

strong and lasting impression I could wish ; that they will 
control the usual current of the passions, or prevent our na- 
tion from running the course, which has hitherto marked the 
destiny of nations. But, if I may even flatter myself, that 
they may be productive of some partial benefit, some occa- 
sional good ; that they may now and then recur to moderate 
the fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of for- 
eign intrigue, to guard against the impostures of pretended 
patriotism ; this hope will be a full recompense for the solici- 
tude for your welfare, by which they have been dictated. 

How far in the discharge of my official duties, I have been 
guided by the principles which have been delineated, the pub- 
lic records and other evidences of my conduct must witness to 
you and to the world. To myself, the assurance of my own 
conscience is, that I have at least believed myself to be guided 
by them. 

In relating to the still subsisting war in Europe, my Proc- 
lamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the index of my Plan. 
Sanctioned by your approving voice, and by that of your Rep- 
resentatives in both Houses of Congress, the spirit of that 
measure has continually governed me, uninfluenced by any 
attempts to deter or divert me from it. 

After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best lights 
I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our country, under all 
the circumstances of the case, had a right to take, and was 
bound in duty and interest to take, a neutral position. Hav- 
ing taken it, I determined, as far as should depend upon me, 
to maintain it, with moderation, perseverance, and firmness. 

The considerations, which respect the right to hold this 
conduct, it is not necessary on this occasion to detail. I will 
only observe, that, according to my understanding of the mat- 
ter, that right, so far from being denied by any of the Belliger- 
ent Powers, has been virtually admitted by all. 

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, 

without anything more, from the obligation which justice and 

humanity impose on every nation, in cases in which it is free 

^o act, to maintain inviolate the relations ot ^aofe ^.u^ \i.\B:\\73 

'owarda other nations. 
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The inducements of interest for observing that conduct will 
best be referred to your own reflections and experience. With 
me, a predominant motive has been to endeavor to gain time 
to our country to settle and mature its yet recent institutions, 
and to progress without interruption to that degree of 
strength and consistency, which is necessary to give it, hu- 
manly speaking, the command of its own fortunes. 

Though, in reviewing the incidents of my administration, I 
am unconscious of intentional error, I am nevertheless too 
sensible of my defects not to think it probable that I may have 
committed many errors. iWhatever they may be, I fervently 
beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which 
they may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope, that my 
Country will never cease to view them with indulgence; and 
that, after forty-five years of my life dedicated to its service 
with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities will 
be consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon be to the man- 
sions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actu- 
ated by that fervent love towards it, which is so natural to a 
man, who views' in it the native soil of himself and his pro- 
genitors for several generations ; I anticipate with pleasing 
expectation that retreat, in which I promise myself to realize, 
without alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst 
of my fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good laws under 
a free government, the ever favorite object of my heart, and 
the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labors, and 
dangers. George Washington. 

United States ^ September nth, 1796. 



LINCOLN^S INAUGURATION. 



The Election of President Lincoln. 

On the sixth day of November, 1860, Abraham Lincoln was 
elected President of the United States. For the fifteen years 
preceding, the country had been in a state of constant agitation 
respecting the question of the extension of slavery. The Mexican 
War, the admission of Texas, the admission of California, the 
Repeal of the Missouri Compromise, the conflict in Kansas and 
Nebraska, the Dred Scott Decision were all phases of a struggle 
which had been growing more intense and bitter aud which had 
awakeued painful forebodiugs in all patriotic hearts. The South 
had grown bold and aggressive. It was determined to maintain an 
equal representation in the senate with the North. This would 
be impossible without the admission of more slave states. On 
the other hand the idea that the ownership of one man by another 
was a moral wrong, that it brought degradation to both master 
and slave and that therefore the system which was identified with 
the spread of these evils must be " cribbed, cabined, and con- 
fined," had been taking a deeper hold of the public conscience in 
the North. Hence men talked of an " irrepressible conflict." The 
national outcome was the formation of the Republican party in 
1856, whose cardinal principle was opposition to the extension of 
slavery in the territories. On this issue Mr. Lincoln had won an 
election to the senate of the United States after a most exciting 
contest with Judge Douglas. In this great senatorial contest he 
had shown himself to be not only a very able debater and a wise 
politician, but a man of earnest convictions and firm principles. 
TJiis event had, doubtless, an important influence in securing his 
nomination for the presidency in 1860. TA\e e\ecl\o\i teauUed in 
J^^ clioice of Mr. Lincoln by a popular vole gxeaXet Wvwx «L\i^ 
'osidetit had ever before received. Tlie toux moiiWi^ \\iV^\N^xv- 
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ing between his election and inauguration were full of the most 
stirring events. Beginning with South Carolina seven states had 
passed Ordinances of secession and met Feb. 4th at Montgomery, 
Ala., to form a Confederacy. The ostensible reason for this 
movement was presented by the Governor of South Carolina, who 
justified it on the ground that "in the recent election for Pres- 
ident and Vice-President, the North had carried the election upon 
principles that make it no longer safe for us to rely upon the 
powers of the Federal Government or the guarantees of the Fed- 
eral Compact." But other leaders in the Confederacy had the 
frankness to avow that this was not a spasmodic movement, but 
the result of a long cherished purpose. After his election to the 
vice-presidency of the Confederacy Mr. Stephens found the real 
reason for the movement to be '* that it has put at rest forever all 
agitating questions relating to our peculiar institutions .... the 
proper status of the negro in our form of civilization." Mean- 
while several members of Pres. Buchanan's cabinet had resigned 
their positions, the senators from the seceding states had left their 
seats in Congress and the forts, arsenals, and other public prop- 
erty of the United States within the limits of the Confederacy 
had been seized. The session of Congress had been wasted in 
futile attempts to conciliate the South by the passage of various 
resolutions, and amendments to the Constitution. As a pledge 
of their intention not to interfere with slavery they had adopted a 
Resolution to amend the constitution, prohibiting forever any 
amendment of the same interfering with slavery in any State. 

Mr. Buchanan had declined to interfere with any movements 
looking to the establishment of an independent government in 
the South. Officers of the army and navy were entering the 
Confederate service and extensive preparations were being made 
for the reduction of Fort Sumter. The closing weeks of the ad- 
ministration were multiplying the difficulties that would beset 
the assumption of the presidential office by his successor. Mr. 
Lincoln did not exaggerate the fact in saying that those duties 
were ** greater than had devolved upon any other man since the 
days of Washington." 



40 AMERICAN PATRIOTIC SELECTIONS. 



The Inaugural Address. 

Mr. Lincoln bad arrived in Washington February 23d. On 
his way from Springfield, 111., he had addressed attentive crowds, 
in all the large cities as far east as Albany, upon the topics that 
were then uppermost in the minds of all men. These addresses 
were full of loyalty to the Union, of unbounded confidence in 
the people and expressed the most devout desire for divine guid- 
ance and support. 

The latter part of his journey had been hastened by the discov- 
ery of a plot intended to prevent his reaching the Capital. His 
friends had thought best to frustrate this plot by a sudden change 
of plan. It was with a feeling of relief that the people learned 
of his safe arrival in Washington. 

According to the usual custom the ceremony of inauguration 
took place in front of the Capitol. The constitutional oath was 
administered by Chief Justice Tanty, who three years before had 
framed the Dred Scott Decision. Judge Douglas stood by his 
side and held his hat. The address was delivered in presence of 
an immense multitude of spectators, and of a large military force 
under the command of General Scott. It was listened to with 
profound attentioQ^ and all the passages which contained any allu- 
sion to the Union were heartily cheered. 

The address in almost every line reveals the manner of one who 
proposes to meet a grave crisis by an appeal to the noblest senti- 
ments of our nature — an appeal to reason and to patriotism. 
The language is dignified, direct, and devoid of ornament except 
in the concluding paragraph which is strikingly figurative and 
exquisitely finished. There runs through it a certain tone of 
respectful friendliness to the South. With a spirit of evident 
sincerity, he repels the charge that his election was likely to en- 
danger the personal security or the property of the people of the 
South. Appealing to his previous utterances, and to the platform 
of the party which has elected him, he re-asserts his intention to 
ndmiDister the constitution and the laws as the yare, ** with no 
ojentul reservations and with no purpose lo cotv^Vtw^ \\\^ cow^\\\.m- 
tfon by any Lype re i ideal rules. " WUVi eq\\a\ lTtJiYw^«&>afc ^\».V«^ 
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his views upon the subject of secession, and declares his intention 
to maintain the authority of the government "over all property 
and places belonging to it.*' 

In a few tersely written paragraphs he proceeds to set forth the 
fundamental principles upon which our government rests — that 
it is essentially a government of the majority, and yet of a 
majority held in restraint by checks which protect the rights of 
the minority ; that neither the President, Congress, nor the 
Supreme Court is invested with any sovereignty, but must 
derive all authority from the people ; and that accordingly when 
conflicting opinions arise as to the interpretation of the Constitu- 
tion, the true remedy is not the secession of the aggrieved party 
but the submission of the whole matter to the people, who are 
competent to amend their own instrument of government. It is 
doubtful whether in the whole range of our political literature a 
more admirable statement of the essential features of our govern- 
ment can be found in the same number of lines. 

Evidently oppressed by a solemn sense of the momentous 
results of their decision, Mr. Lincoln counsels the dissatisfied to 
deliberate calmly and avoid precipitate action. Intelligence, 
patriotism and piety "are still competent to adjust, in the best 
way, all our present difiiculties.'* The address closes in a strain 
of touching pathos happily adapted to allay all sectional feeling 
and to stir the liveliest sentiments of patriotism in every Ameri- 
can heart. 



Critical Estimates. 

" Mr. Lincoln was not an agitator like Garrison, Phillips, and 
O'Connell, and as a reformer he belonged to the class of moder- 
ate men, such as Peel and Gladstone ; but in no condition did he 
ever confound right with wrong, or speak of injustice with bated 
breath. His first printed paper was a plea for temperance, his 
second a eulogy upon the Union." — Oeo. Boutwell in Rice's 
Beminiacencea of Lincoln. 

"Mr. Lincoln professed to wait on events or rather on the mani- 
festation of the moral forces aTOWnd \ivai, ^\!ife^'e\s^^>J^ '^-K$^cs^ 
sobered by responsibility and wticVoxid^d \i^ ^^%'^^^^'^y^ ^'^'^' 
estly endeavored to read llie y7\\\ ol Qio^> -«\>:\Oo.. V-^^^^'^ ^^"^ 
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he patiently followed to the best of his power." — Goldmn Smith, 
in McMillan's Magazine, 

No higher compliment was ever paid to a nation than the simple 
confidence, the fireside plainness with which Mr. Lincoln always 
addresses the reason of the American people. This was indeed 
a true democrat who grounded himself on the assumption that a 
democracy can think. '* Come, let us reason together about this 
matter'' has been the tone of all his addresses to the people ; and 
accordingly we have never had a chief magistrate who so won to 
himself the love and, at the same time, the judgment of his coun- 
trymen. — Lowell, My Study Windows, p. 174. 

Standing above the loose morality of party politics, standing 
above the maxims and conventionalisms of statesmanship, leaving 
aside all indirections and insincerities of diplomacy, trusting the 
people, leaning upon the people, inspired by the people who, in 
their Christian homes and Christian sanctuaries gave it their con- 
fidence, the administration of Abraham Lincoln stands out in 
history as the finest exhibition of a Christian democracy the world 
has ever seen. — Holland^ s Life of Lincoln, p. 542. 

References. — Very good accounts of the public and private 
life of Mr. Lincoln may be found in " Raymond's History of the 
Administration of Abraham Lincoln," Holland's, Arnold's, and 
Lamon's Lives— the latter giving more of his history before he 
became President. These should be compared with the Nicolay- 
Hay life that has for some time been appearing in the Century, 
and also with a recent volume of the *' Personal Recollections of 
Lincoln," by Herndon. 
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LINCOLN'S FIRST INAUGURAL, THE EMANCIPATION 
PROCLAMATION, AND THE GETTYSBURG 

ADDRESS. 

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

March 4, 186L 

Fellow-Citizens of the United States : 

In compliance with a custom as old as the government it- 
self, I appear before you to address you briefly, and to take, 
in your presence, the oath prescribed by the Constitution of 
the United States to be taken by the President before he enters 
on the execution of his office. 

I do not consider it necessary, at present, for me to discuss 
those matters of administration about which there is no special 
anxiety or excitement. Apprehension seems to exist among 
the people of the southern states, that, by the accession of a 
republican administration, their property and their peace and 
personal security are to be endangered. There has never been 
any reasonable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the 
most ample evidence to the contrary has all the while existed 
and been open to their inspection. It is found in nearly all 
the published speeches of him who now addresses you. 1 do 
but quote from one of those speeches, when I declare that ** I 
have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the 
institution of slavery in the states where it exists." I believe 
Phave no lawful right to do so ; and I have no inclination to 
do so. Those who nominated and elected me did so with the 
full knowledge that I had made this, and made many similar 
declarations, and had never recanted them. And, more than 
this, they placed in the platform, for my acceptance, and as a 
law to themselves and to me, the clear and emphatic resolu- 
tion which I now read : 

^^Eesolvedy That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of 
the states, and especially the right of each state to order and 
control its own domestic institutions according to it&c^^w^^'^ 
ment exclusively, is essential to thaX-b^Naxvo-^^^l Y^^'^^ <s^^^«v^5^ 
the perfection and endurance ot oxxx ^ciSSXiw:^ v^xnr. ^^^^^^ 
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and we denounce the lawless invasion by armed force of the 
soil of any state or territory, no matter under what pretext, as 
among the gravest of crimes." 

I now reiterate these sentiments ; and in doing so I only 
press upon the public attention the most conclusive evidence of 
which th^ case is susceptible, that the property, peace, and 
security of no section are to be in anywise endangered by the 
now incoming administration. 

I add, too, that all the protection which, consistently with 
the Constitution and the laws, can be given, will be cheerfully 
given to all the states when lawfully demanded, for whatever 
cause, as cheerfully to one section as to another. 

There is much controversy about the delivering up of fugitives 
from service or labor. The clause I now read is as plainly 
written in the Constitution as any other of its provisions : 

*'No person held to service or labor in one state under the 
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of 
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service 
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to 
whom such service or labor may be due." 

It is scarcely questioned that this provision was intended 
by those who made it for the reclaiming of what we call fugi- 
tive slaves ; and the intention of the law-giver is the law. 

All members of Congress swear their support to the whole 
Constitution— to this provision as well as any other. To the 
proposition, then, that slaves whose cases come within the 
terms of this clause ** shall be delivered up," their oaths are 
unanimous. Now, if they would make the effort in good 
temper, could they not, with nearly equal unanimity, frame and 
pass a law by means of which to keep good that unanimous oath? 

There is some difference of opinion whether this clause 

should be enforced by national or by state authority; but 

surely that difference is not a very material one. If the slave 

is to be surrendered, it can be of but little consequence to him 

or to others by which authority it is done; and should any 

one, in any case, he content that this oath shall go unkept on 

a merely unsubstantial controversy as to \iOYi *\\, ^\vsXi\i^ ka^t ? 

^S^in, in any law upon this subject, o\x^Vi\, uoX, «XV XJaa ^\sr 
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guards of liberty known in civilized and humane jurispru- 
dence to be introduced, so that a free man be not, in any case, 
surrendered as a slave ? And might it not be well at the same 
time to provide by law for the enforcement of that clause in 
the Constitution which guarantees that " the citizens of each 
state shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of 
citizens in the several states ?" 

I take the official oath to-day with no menta-l reservations, 
and with no purpose to construe the Constitution or laws by 
any hypercritical rules ; and while I do not choose now to 
specify particular acts of Congress as proi^er to be enforced, I 
do suggest that it will be much safer for all, both in official 
and private stations, to conform to and abide by all those acts 
which stand unrepealed, than to violate any of them, trusting 
to find impunity in having them held to be unconstitutional. 

It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration of a 
President under our National Constitution. During that 
period, fifteen different and very distinguished citizens have in 
succession administered the executive branch of the Govern- 
ment. They have conducted it through many perils, and gen- 
erally with great success. Yet, with all this scope for prece- 
dent, i now enter upon the same task, for the brief constitu- 
tional term of four years, under great and peculiar difficulties. 

A disruption of the Federal Union, heretofore only men- 
aced, is now formidably attempted. I hold that in the con- 
templation of universal law and of the Constitution, the union 
of these states is perpetual. Perpetuity is implied, if not ex- 
pressed, in the fundamental law of all national governments. 
It is safe to assert that no government proper ever had a pro- 
vision in its organic law for its own termination. Continue to 
execute all the express provisions of our National Constitution, 
and the Union will endure forever, it being impossible to de- 
stroy it except by some action not provided for in the instru- 
ment itself. 

Again, if the United States be not a government proper, but 
an association of states in the nature of a contract merely ^cwx 
it, as a contract, be peaceably uxim^V;^^ Vj Vjs^ SSwas^ ^JjJs.'N^afc 
parties who made it ? One party to a viowU^N^ ^^"i -<xOsa*^^ 



46 AMERICAN PATRIOTIC SELECTIONfl. 

— break it, so to speak ; but does it not require all to lawfully 
rescind it ? Descending from these general principles, we find 
the proposition that in legal contemplation the Union is per- 
petual, confirmed by the history of the Union itself. 

The Union is much older than the Constitution. It was 
formed, in fact, by the Articles of Association in 1774. It was 
matured and continued in the Declaration of Independence in 
1776. It was further matured, and the faith of all the then 
thirteen states expressly plighted and engaged that it should 
be perpetual, by the Articles of the Confederation, in 1778 ; 
and finally, in 1787, one of the declared objects for ordaining 
and establishing the Constitution was to form a more perfect 
Union. But if the destruction of the Union by one or by a 
' part only of the states be lawfully possible, the Union is less 
perfect than before, the Constitution having lost the vital ele- 
ment of perpetuity. 

It follows from these views that no state, upon its own mere 
motion, can lawfully get out of the Union ; that resolves and 
ordinances to that efl!ect are legally void ; and that acts of 
violence within any state or states against the authority of the 
United States are insurrectionary or revolutionary, according 
to circumstances. 

I therefore consider that, in view of the Constitution and 
the laws, the Union is unbroken, and, to the extent of my 
ability, I shall take care, as the Constitution itself expressly 
enjoins upon me, that the laws of the Union shall be faithfully 
executed in all the states. Doing this, which I deem to be only 
a simple duty on my part, I shall perfectly perform it, so far 
as is practicable, unless my rightful masters, the American 
people, shall withhold the requisition, or in some authoritative 
manner direct the contrary. 

I trust this will not be regarded as a menace, but only as the 
declared purpose of the Union that it will constitutionally de- 
fend and maintain itself. 

In doing this there need be no bloodshed or violence, and 
there shall be none unless it is forced upon the national 
authority. 
The power con Med to me unll he used to Tiold, occup\j^ aiftA 
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possess tTie property and places belonging to tlie Government^ 
and collect the duties and imposts ; but beyond what may be 
necessary for these objects there will be no invasion, no using 
of force against or among the people anywhere. 

Where hostility to the United States shall be so great and so 
universal as to prevent competent resident citizens from hold- 
ing federal offices, there will be no attempt to force obnoxious 
strangers among the people that object. While strict legal 
right may exist of the Government to enforce the exercises of 
these offices, the attempt to do so would be so irritating, and 
so nearly impracticable withal, that I deem it best to forego, 
for the time, the uses of such offices. 

The mails, unless repelled, will continue to be furnished in 
all parts of the Union. 

So far as possible, the people everywhere shall have that 
sense of perfect security which is most favorable to calm 
thought and reflection. 

The course here indicated will be followed, unless current 
events and experience shall show a modification or change to be 
proper ; and in every case and exigency my best discretion will 
be exercised according to the circumstances actually existing, 
and with a view and hope of a peaceful solution of the nation- 
al troubles, and the restoration of fraternal sympathies and 
affections. 

That there are persons, in one section or another, who seek 
to destroy the Union at all events, and are glad of any pretext 
to do it, I will neither affirm nor deny. But if there be such, 
I need address no word to them. 

To those, however, who really love the Union, may I not 
speak, before entering upon so grave a matter as the destruc- 
tion of our national fabric, with all its benefits, its memories, 
and its hopes ? Would it not be well to ascertain why we do 
it ? Will you hazard so desperate a step, while any portion of 
the ills you fly from have no real existence? Will you, while 
the certain ills you fly to are greater than all the real ones you 
fly from ? Will you risk the commission of so fft^xlvsk ^\&j^- 
take ? A]] profess to be conlent m Wi^ X^mwvM ^&i\ ^-sx^^Jm^j^cv^^^ 
al rights can be maintained, la \\. Vm^,^^«^^ '^^'^'^ "^^^ ^"^"^ 
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plainly written in the Constitution, has been denied ? I think 
not. Happily the human mind is so constituted that no party 
can reach to the audacity of doing this. 

Think, if you can, of a single instance in which a plainly- 
written provision of the Constitution has ever been denied. If, 
by the mere force of numbers, a majority should deprive a 
minority of any clearly- written constitutional right, it might, 
in a moral point of view, justify revolution ; it certainly . 
would if such right were a vital one. But such is not our 
case. 

All the vital rights of minorities and of individuals are so 
plainly assured to them by affirmations and negations, guar- 
antees and prohibitions in the Constitution, that controversies 
never arise concerning them. But no organic law can ever be 
framed with a provision specifically applicable to every question 
which may occur in practical administration. No foresight can 
anticipate, nor any document of reasonable length contain, ex- 
press provisions for all possible questions. Shall fugitives 
from labor be surrendered by national or by state authorities ? 
The Constitution does not expressly say. Must Congress pro- 
tect slavery in the Territories ? The Constitution does not ex- 
pressly say. From questions of this class spring all our con- 
stitutional controversies, and we divide upon them into major- 
ities and minorities. 

If the minority will not acquiesce, the majority must, or the 
Government must cease. There is no alternative for continu- 
ing the Government but acquiescence on the one side or the 
other. If a minority in such a case will secede rather than 
acquiesce, they make a precedent which, in turn, will ruin and 
divide them, for a minority of their own will secede from them 
whenever a majority refuses to be controlled by such a minor- 
ity. For instance, why not any portion of a new Confederacy, 
a year or two hence, arbitrarily secede again, precisely as por- 
tions of the present Union now claim to secede from it ? All 
who cherish disunion sentimisnts are now being educated to 
t/ie exact temper of doing this. Is there such perfect identity 
of interests among the states to compose a ne^ Aimorcv ta to 
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produce harmony only, and prevent renewed secession ? Plain- 
ly, the central idea of secession is the essence of anarchy. 

A majority held in restraint by constitutional check and 
limitation, and always changing easily with deliberate changes 
of popular opinions and sentiments, is the only true sovereign 
of a free people. Whoever rejects it, does, of necessity, fly to 
anarchy or to despotism. Unanimity is impossible ; the rule 
of a minority, as a permanent arrangement, is wholly inadmis- 
sible. So that, rejecting the majority principle, anarchy or 
despotism, in some form, is all that is left. 

I do not forget the position assumed by some that constitu- 
tional questions are to be decided by the Supreme Court, nor 
do I deny that such decisions must be binding in any case upon 
the parties to a suit, as to the object of that suit, while they 
are also entitled to a very high respect and consideration in all 
parallel cases by all other departments of the Government ; 
and while it is obviously possible that such decision may be 
erroneous in any given case, still the evil effect following it, 
being limited to that particular case, with the chance that it 
may be overruled and never become a precedent for other 
cases, can better be borne than could the evils of a different 
practice. 

At the same time the candid citizen must confess that if the 
\ir* r of the Government upon the vital question affecting the 
\ e people is to be irrevocably fixed by the decisions of the 
Su^ eme Court, the instant they are made, as in ordinary liti- 
gation between parties in personal actions, the people will have 
ceased to be their own masters, unless having to that extent 
practically resigned their Government into the hands of that 
eminent tribunal. 

Nor is there in this view any assault upon the Court or the 
Judges. It is a duty from which they may not shrink, to de- 
cide cases properly brought before them ; and it is no fault of 
their^ if others seek to turn their decisions to political purposes. 
One section of our country believes slavery is right and ought 
to be extended, while the other beliey^^\t\^^^ri<5rw^^c^^^x:^^?:5^ 
not to extended ; and this \a t^^ otv\^ ^xjXi^Xaxiies.^ ^>s3^x^^ 
and the fugitive slave clause ot t^ie Ow^^XxX^JlX:^^^ ^^^ '^'^ ^ 
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for the suppression of the foreign slave-trade, are each as well 
enforced, perhaps, as any law can ever be in a community 
where the moral sense of the people imperfectly supports the 
law itself. The great body of the people abide by the dry le- 
gal obligation in both cases, and a few break over in each. 
This, I think, cannot be perfectly cured, and it would be worae 
in both cases after the separation of the sections than before. 
The foreign slave-trade, now imperfectly suppressed, would be 
ultimately revived, without restriction, in one section ; while 
fugitive slaves, now only partially surrendered, would not be 
surrendered at all by the other. 

Physically speaking, we cannot separate; wo cannot remove 
our respective sections from each other, nor build an impass- 
able wall between them. A husband and wife may be divorced, 
and go out of the presence and beyond the reach of each other, 
but the different parts of our country cannot do this. They 
cannot but remain face to face ; and intercourse, either amic- 
able or hostile, must continue between them. Is it possible, 
then, to make that intercourse mo^^e advantageous or more 
satisfactory after the separation than before? Can aliens 
make treaties easier than friends can make laws ? Can treaties 
be more faithfully enforced between aliens than laws can 
among friends ? Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight al- 
ways ; and when, after much loss on both sides and no gain 
on either, you cease fighting, the identical questions as to terms 
of intercourse are again upon you. 

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who 
inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the existing 
government, they can exercise their constitutional right of 
amending, or their revolutionary right to dismember or over- 
throw it. I cannot be ignorant of the fact that many worthy 
and patriotic citizens are desirous of having the National Con- 
stitution amended. While I make no recommendation of 
amendment, I fully recognize the full authority of the {People 
over the whole subject, to be exercised in either of the modes 
prescribed in the instrument itself, and I should, under exist- 
ing cireumstancesy favor, rather than oppose, a,l^vc op^T\.\rKs5oj 
being afforded the people to act upou it. 
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I will venture to add that to me the convention mode seems 
preferable, iu that it allows amendments to originate with the 
people themselves, instead of only permitting them to take or 
reject propositions originated by others not especially chospn 
for the purpose, and which might not ]yo precisely such as they 
would wish either to accept or refuse. I understand that a pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution (which amendment, how- 
ever, I have not seen) has passed Congress, to the effect that 
the Federal Government shall never interfere with the domestic 
institutions of states, including that of persons held to service. 
To avoid misconstruction of what I have said, I depart from 
my purpose not to speak of particular amendments, so far as to 
say that, holding such a provision to now be implied constitu- 
tional law, I have no objection to its being made express and 
irrevocable. 

The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from the 
people, and they have conferred none upon him to fix the terms 
for the separation of the states. The people themselves, also, 
can do this if they choose, but the Executive, as such, has 
nothing to do with it. His duty is to administer the present 
government as it came to his hands, and to transmit it unim- 
paired by him to his successor. Why should there not be a 
patient confidence in the ultimate justice of the people ? Is 
there any better or equal hope in the world ? In our present 
differences is either party without faith of being in the right ? 
If the Almighty Ruler of nations, with his eternal truth and 
justice, be on your side of the North, or on yours of the South, 
that truth and that justice will surely prevail by the judgment 
of this great tribunal, the American people. By the frame of 
the Government under which we live, this same people have 
wisely given their public servants but little power for mischief, 
and have with equal wisdom provided for the return of that 
little to their own hands at very short intervals. While the 
people retain their virtue and vigilance, no administration, by 
any extreme wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the 
Government in the short space of four years. 
My countrymen , one w^ a\\,>\vvxvY ^'3to^l ^>2!\^ "^'^ ^^^'^s^ 
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this whole subject. Nothing valuable can be lost by taking 
time. 

If there be an object to hurry any of you, in hot haste, to 
a step which you would never take deliberately, that object will 
be frustrated by taking time ; but no good' object can be frus- 
trated by it. 

Such of you as are now dissatisfied still have the old Consti- 
tution unimpaired, and on the sensitive point, the laws of your 
own framing under it ; while the new administration will have 
no immediate power, if it would, to change either. 

If it were admitted that you who are dissatisfied hold the 
right side in the dispute, there is still no single reason for pre- 
cipitate action. Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, and a 
firm reliance on Him who has never yet forsaken this favored 
land, are still competent to adjust, in the best way, all our 
present difficulties. 

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not 
in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The Govern- 
ment will not assail you. 

You can have no conflict without being yourselves the ag- 
gressors. You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy 
the Government, while I shall have the most solemn one to 
*' preserve, protect, and defend" it. 

I am loth to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We 
must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it 
must not break, our bonds of affection. 

The mystic cords of memory, stretching from every battle- 
field and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone 
all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, 
when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels 
of our nature. 
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THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMA- 
TION. 

The Civil War and Slavery. 

During the earlier period of the Civil War it was very gener- 
ally hoped that some settlement of the questions at issue might 
bp reached without any prolonged contest. But as the contiict 
deepened and gradually assumed vaster proportions, the convic- 
tion gained ground that neither party would yield until their 
resources were exhausted. 

Almost at the outset of the war, not a few active and influential 
individuals had urged that the most effective means of bringing 
the South to terms was the emancipation of the slaves. Such a 
policy, however, was not favorably entertained by the majority 
of the people at the North. At the same time it was thoroughly 
understood that slavery was the real cause of the conflict, and 
that permanent peace would thereafter be impossible unless 
measures were adopted for its abolition. 

On March 6, 1862, Mr. Lincoln sent a message to Congress, 
recommending that the United States should grant pecuniary 
aid to such States as would agree * * to adopt a gradual abolition 
of slavery." Such a measure was accordingly introduced, and 
after some vehement opposition was adopted by both Houses of 
Congress, and approved by the President, April 10th. A Bill 
providing for emancipation in the District of Columbia was also 
passed, a few days later. 

The primary object of Mr. Lincoln in the conduct of the war 
had been the restoration of the Union. "When criticised by some 
of the more ardent advocates of emancipation, he replied, in his 
usual forceful way : " My paramount object is to save the Union, 
and not either to save or destroy slavery. If I could save the 
Union without freeing any slave, I would do it ; if I could save 
it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it ; and if I could da \!;. Vi^ 
freeing some and leavin g olVieTs a\owe, \>n ovsX.^ ^"s» ^<^ '^Jss.'c^r "^^^ 
Ms, as /naJJ other important maUex^A^^^^'^^V^^^'^'^'^'^^^''^^^'^^ 
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not to anticipate public sentiment but to act in harmony with it. 
As an evidence of a growing sentiment favorable to emancipation, 
representative men from both the East and the West as well as 
deputations from several religious bodies sought interviews with 
him respecting this subject. 

8atistied, at length, that he had the constitutional authority to 
take the step, and that it would receive the moral support of the 
great body of the people, he issued, on the 22d of September, a 
Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. In this document he 
declared his purpose, on the first day of January, 1863, to issue 
a Proclamation announcing that "all i)ersons held as slaves 
within any State, or designated part of a State, the people 
whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, 
shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free." 

This Proclamation provoked a variety of criticism, but, on the 
whole, received the approval of the loyal people of the North. 
It served to define more clearly the issue between parties, and 
strengthened the loyalty of the army. 

In the fulfillment of his declared purpose. President Lincoln 
issued, January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation. This 
paper is almost entirely ministerial in its tone and contents, 
enumerating the several States or parts of States in which eman- 
cipation should take effect, and ordering the army and navy to 
protect the persons thus restored to freedom. One paragraph — 
that in which an appeal is made "to the considerate judgment of 
mankind, and to the gracious favor of Almighty God " — is con- 
spicuous for its dignity and beauty, and this was written by 
Secretary Chase, the President inserting the words "upon mili- 
tary necessity." Mr. Lincoln always regarded thia as the central 
act of his administration, and the great act of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. 

The results both immediate and remote of the Emancipation 
Proclamation have been very clearly presented by Mr. Holland 
in his Life of President Lincoln. He says: "This document 
involved the liberty of four millions of human beings then living, 
and of untold millions then unborn ; it changed the policy and 
the course and character of the war, revolutionized the social 
fast/tutioDs of more than a third of the nation, and brought all 
^Ae jg-overnmeut8 of Cliristendom into new leVavVow^ \o XJaa xebel- 



I. 
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With admirable insight Mr. Boutwell (in Rice's Reminiscenoes 
of Prmdent Lincoln) has characterized Mr. Lincoln's peculiar 
merit as the author of the Proclamation. He says : " There is no 
other individual act performed by any person on this continent 
that can be compared with it. The Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution were each the work of bodies of men. 
The Proclamation of Emancipation in this respect stands alone. 
The responsibility rests wholly upon Lincoln ; the glory is chiefly 
his. No one can now say whether the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, the Constitution, or the Proclamation of Emancipation was 
the highest, best gift to the country and to mankind." 



PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION. 
Januwy 1, 1868. 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a 
proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, 
containing, among other things, the following, to-wit : 

** That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held 
as slaves within any state or designated part of a state, the 
people whereof shall then be in rebellion «n gainst the United 
States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free ; and 
the Executive Government of the United States, including the 
, military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and main- 
tain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to 
repress such persons or any of them, in any efforts they may 
make for their actual freedom. 

** That the Executive will, on the first day of January afore- 
said, by proclamation, designate the states and parts of states, 
if any, in which the people thereof respectively shall then be 
in rebellion against the United States ; and the fact that any 
state, or the people thereof, shall on that day be in good faith 
represented in the Congress of the United States, by members 
chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified 
voters of such state shaW Ia^n^ ^wcHXssv^^^'^^ '^'^^^ '^s^^^ "^^^csft. 
absence of strong countex\a\\m^ VesNJvmowj 0^ ^vsjsscx^^^'^^^- 
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sive evidence that such state, and the people thereof, are not 
then in rebellion against the United States." 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the 
United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the army and navy of the United States 
in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and 
government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary 
war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first 
day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose 
so to do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred 
days from the day first above mentioned, order and desig- 
nate, as the states and parts of states wherein the people 
thereof respectively are this day in rebellion against the United 
States, the following, to-wit : 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. 
Bernard, Plaquemine, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. 
James, Ascension, Assumption, Terre Bonne, Lafourche, St. 
Marie, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the city of New 
Orleans), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Caro- 
lina, North Carolina, and Virginia (except the forty-eight 
counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of 
Berkely, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Prin- 
cess Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth), and which excepted parts are for the present left 
precisely as if this proclamation were not issued. 

And, by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid, 
I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within 
said designated states and parts of states are and henceforth 
shall be free ; and that the Executive Government of the 
United States, including the military and naval authorities 
thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said 
persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free, 
to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defense ; 
^nd I recommend to them that in all cases, when allowed, they 
ya^for faithfully for reasonable wages. 
^od I further declare and make kixovjn t\ial «v3Le\v ^\^\i!^ 
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of suitable coudition will be received into the armed service of 
the United States, to garrison forts, positions, stations, and 
other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, 
warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, I 
invoke jthe considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious 
favor of Almighty God. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my name, and 

caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this first day of January, in 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

[L.S.] sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United 

States the eighty-seventh. 

Abraham Lincoln. 
By the President : 
WiLLLAM H. Seward, Secretary of State. 
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THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS. 

Tub battle of Gettysburg marks the turning point of the Civil 
War. It was fought on the, 1st, 2d, and 3d of July, 1863; and 
resulted in the defeat of the invading troops under Gen. Lee and 
in the abandonment of the invasion of Pennsylvania. 

The contest was one of the most sanguinary of the whole war, 
the losses in the Union army amounting to more than twenty- 
three thousand. With a spirit of commendable liberality and 
patriotism the State of Pennsylvania purchased seventeen and a 
half acres of land, forming an important part of the battlefield, to 
be used as a national burying- ground. On November 19th, 1863, 
this cemetery was formally dedicated with impressive ceremonies 
in the presence of the President and the members of his Cabinet. 
A large and imposing military display added to the impressive- 
ness of the occasion. Mr. Edward Everett delivered a formal 
oration, but President Lincoln made the brief address which will 
forever be known in American literature as the Gettysburg 
Address. It was not written until after he left Washington, and 
in the intervals of such leisure as he could command before 
reaching the cemetery. 

These twenty lines are full of the spirit of true eloquence. A 
great occasion prompted a great man to utter a few words that 
will forever find a response in all loyal, patriotic souls. The 
• religious earnestness with which, on this recent battle-field, Mr. 
Lincoln dedicates himself to the unfinished task still before him, 
reveals the heart of one profoundly moved by the occasion, and 
inspired by a lofty, moral purpose. It is sufiicieut to add that 
these sentiments are uttered in simple and forceful words, happily 
suited to the thought. The public reading of this Address on 
stated occasions by the pupils of our schools would be. an exercise 
admirably adapted to foster sentiments of the purest patriotism. 

Mr. George Boutwell, as quoted in Rice's Reminiscences of Mr, 
Lincoln, puts the following estimate upon this Address : 

*' This oration ranks with the noblest productions of antiquity, 
with the works of Pericles, of DemosHaeiiea, ol CV^ieto, ^\i^ cil 
the Unest passages of Grattan, Burke, or ^e\>8X«t. TY>N&\a tiqX 
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the opinion of Americans only, but of the cultivated in other 
countries whose judgment anticipates the judgment of posterity." 

Another competent writer thus anticipates the verdict of pos- 
terity ; 

"That literature is immortal which commands a permanent 
place in the schools of a country, and is there any composition 
more certain of that destiny than Lincoln's Oration at Gettys- 
burg?" 



SPEECH AT THE DEDICATION OF THE NATIONAL CEMETERY AT 

GETTYSBURG. 
November 15, 1868. 

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth 
upon this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are^^reated equal. 
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long 
endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We 
have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting- 
place for those who here gave their lives that that nation 
might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should 
do this. But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot 
consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, 
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far 
above our power to add or detract. The world will little note, 
nor long remember, what we say here ; but it can never forget 
what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedi- 
cated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here 
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here 
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that from 
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause 
for which they gave the last full measure of devotion ; that 
we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in 
vain ; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people, shall not perish ttoxsi ^iXi'^ ^-^xlCct. 



